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IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.  Members
and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers,
Directors, or Chapter Officers.

September 2015
11-13 – Ontario Convention -- Kempenfelt Conference Center Lake Simcoe, Barrie,
ON -- $300 registration includes hotel and meals.  Deposit of $100 to Gale Gray by
May 1st with balance due August 1st.
18-20 – Illinois/Indiana Convention -- Springfield Ramada North, 3281 Northfield
Dr., Springfield, IL   Phone:  217-523-4000

October 2015
23-25 – Saskatchewan Convention -- Manitou Springs Resort & Mineral Springs -
Watrous, SK - for reservations call 1-306-946-2233

January 2016
23 – Arizona Snowbird Fly-In -- Queen Creek, AZ hosted by Joan & Carl Gillis
25-27 – IFF Workshop -- Flamingo Hilton, Las Vegas, Nevada

March 2016
4-6 – Kansas Convention -- Hays, KS
11-13 – Iowa/Missouri Convention

April 2016
8-10 – Alberta Convention -- Nisku, AB
15-17 – Manitoba Convention -- Brandon, MB

June 2016
3-5 – Tri State Convention

2015-16 Calendar of Events

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH
PHONE NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to
the IFF Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854
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Official Reports

President’s Report

By Wayne Wilderman
Alberta Flying Farmer

Continued on page 8-President

This being my first report, I
think a short introduction might
be appropriate.  Like most of
you, our family has deep
farming roots.  My grandparents
came up to Alberta at the turn
of the century from Freeburg,
Illinois to homestead in
southern Alberta, just south of
Calgary about 45 miles and
about the same distance from
mountains to the west of us.
Not knowing what he could
grow, Granddad Wilderman did
bring a corn planter with him –
a unit that just now with the
advent of hybrid short and cool
season corn varieties shows
some promise.  Over the next
60 some years, a mixed farming
operation was carried on by the
family members until only my
dad remained farming.  My older
brother and I began our
partnership after I graduated
from Ag College in 1964 – a
relationship that worked well for

32 years.  At that point, Terry
and I went on our own until
today.  In 2005, the same year
that our province celebrated its
first 100 years, we received a
plaque marking 100 years as a
family farm.  In 2013, Terry and
I retired from active day to day
farm operations and joined the
ranks as landlords.

Terry and I were married in
January of 1970 and began our
family in November of 1971 with
our first daughter Stacy and our
second daughter Erin in May
1975.  We now have three
grandsons by Erin and our son-
in-law Chad, who fill our lives
with nonstop exuberance.

Our IFF involvement started in
1975 at the AFF Christmas Party
and our first Alberta Convention
in the spring of 1976.  We missed
the largest IFF Convention held
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan that
year.  In our 30 years, we have
seen a lot of changes in our
organization.  Our numbers have
dropped from thousands to less
than 700 today.  We know that
change is inevitable.  It does not
come easily to this group
structure.  The memories of the
good times in the past keep us
hoping for the same to continue
as time goes on.  As we move

into our 71st year we need to be
aware that as our numbers
decrease and our average age
increases, we will need to
embrace the idea of change and
look for ways to enjoy the
friendships that have developed.
It is happening now in the way
we correspond – the IFF Flyer
and Care Network by email,
Facebook and Twitter messaging
are almost instant.  I know I
don’t do it well either.  Face to
face or the phone is still my
preferred mode, but I am
working on it.

To that end, we are updating the
IFF directory.  So, please take
time to update your email
address or get one from Google
(gmail) or Hotmail that will not
have to be changed if you move
to another provider.  It’s a key
part of that change I talked
about.

I know our IFF magazine is one
of our last great links to our past
and it still serves us well because
of the time, love and skill of our
editor Pat Amdor and the others
who contribute to it.  Of course,
our hope is to keep it going as
long as possible, but if not, we
need to be ready for change.
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 Official Reports

Queen’s Report

By  Diana Billheimer
Kansas Flying Farmer

I would like to say thank you to
everyone for all of the support
and encouraging words that you
gave me during the IFF
Convention in Helena, Montana. 
I will always treasure being
selected as your IFF Queen.  I
cannot express how supportive
my Red Cap Monte has been. 
As our wedding song said, “It
was no accident that God
brought you into my life.”  You
are a truly special Man.  This has
been a dream of mine for a long
time and I will do the best I can
to promote this wonderful
organization. 

Congratulations to Duchess
Merry also, and I am looking
forward to getting to know her
and her Red Cap Jack
throughout the year at various
conventions.  She is a very
special lady and I am sure we
will have a lot of fun together.

My Red Cap Monte and I drove
to Helena, and I always enjoy
seeing things on the ground that
I had only seen from above
when my first husband, Ethan
and I flew all over the U.S. and
Canada.  I’m not a big fan of
Wyoming, as it seems more
isolated and sparse than where
we live in Southeast Colorado,
but I love the beauty of
Montana.  We saw wheat fields
on rolling hills, potato fields just
blooming and a couple of other
crops we weren’t sure what was
growing. 

We enjoyed the entire
convention in Helena, from the
pre tour to the coronation on
Wednesday evening. 

During the Pre Tour at the Prison
Museum Complex, the history in
those walls, and some of the
stories the guide told us, made
me feel very uncomfortable, I
think because I am not a fan of
scary movies or haunted houses
and they use the Prison for a
Haunted House at Halloween.  

After the Queens helped with
the silent auction items and
Monte and I sorted through the
door prizes on Sunday, we
loaded onto the bus for a Boat
Tour of The Gates of the
Mountains.  What a beautiful ride

and spectacular scenery.  Lewis
and Clark sure named this area
of the Missouri River right, as the
rocks sure looked like they were
opening up for us. 

On Monday we had our first
business meeting and then we
enjoyed the Man and Woman of
the Year luncheon.
Congratulations to Margaret
Bunger of Nebraska and to Jack
Jenkinson of Kansas, the new
IFF  Woman and Man of the Year.
 
Tuesday morning was the
Royalty Selection Breakfast.  I
seem to stay pretty calm until
show time, and then I get
nervous. Merry Vandervalk of
Alberta, Gloria Reed of Minnkota
and myself of Kansas were the
only three Queens this year. 
After our poster and gift
presentations, we hurried out to
the  Last Chance Tour Train
for the tour of the city and other
events of the day.

Wednesday brought the final
part of the business meeting and
then the Installation of Officers. 
Welcome to Clement Dion and
Sylvia of Saskatchewan on being
our new IFF Secretary.  There
were several interesting
seminars during the afternoon

Continued on page 8-Queen
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Official Reports

Duchess’s Report

By  Merry Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer

As I write this report the skies
in our area are filled with smoke
caused by forest fires in
Washington.  At times we can
hardly see the hills south or west
of the house or the ones east of
the house either.

We had a wonderful time in
Helena.  Wayne and Terry did a
super job organizing the
convention and I am sure that
everyone enjoyed it.  The Grant-
Kohrs ranch was very
interesting.  I think the ladies
enjoyed looking at the old ranch
house with all its history on the
range.  The old Montana prison,
though bleak and gloomy, was
built by the inmates to last a long
time.  We toured some more
museums then headed back to
the hotel after eating some nice
cold ice cream.

The symphony night under the
stars was enjoyable as we sat
on the hill and listened to the

music of Frank Sinatra.  The
couple next to us was friendly,
and offered to walk back to the
hotel, since we didn’t know the
way.  The boys behind us said
we could use a mat to sit on
since their father did not show
up.  All the kindness we were
shown made it a wonderful
night.

The coronation was outstanding
in that so many people came
forward and congratulated us.
I truly felt loved and honored.
I saw all the gifts that I received,
and I was overwhelmed with the
thoughtfulness of everyone.  It
will be a night to remember.  In
case I didn’t send you a thank
you, I want to say thank you
now.

On the way home we stopped
at Livingston to go on a Society
of Range Management tour for
a day.  They told us how they
were handling the wolf problem
for the cattlemen.  When the tour
ended we headed for our
daughter’s place in northern
Montana.

We had to be home for Sunday
as Jack was cooking pancakes
for the Jamboree in Granum,
and I was assisting him with the
sausages. It was a busy week.
So, now it’s back to gardening

and canning. Have to store up
for the winter!

Jack and I are looking forward
to attending the conventions
coming up and meeting with
you again.
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IFF Officers and Royalty
Chapter Visitation Schedule for 2015-2016

Alberta April 8-10 Secretary Clément Dion

Arizona January 23 President Wayne Wilderman

Heartland February Vice President Zelda Lewis

Illinois/Indiana September 18-20 President Wayne Wilderman

Iowa/Missouri March 11-13 Past President Burl Scherler

Kansas March 4-6 Secretary Clément Dion

Manitoba April 15-17 Duchess Merry Vandervalk

Mid-Atlantic May Queen Diana Billheimer

Minnkota June Treasurer Alex Knox

Ontario September 11-13 Treasurer Alex Knox

Saskatchewan October 23-25 Vice President Zelda Lewis

Tri State June 3-5 Duchess Merry Vandervalk

Wisconsin April Queen Diana Billheimer
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Continued from page 4-President

This year we tried to make some
more changes to the busy IFF
Convention format of the past.
We tried to slow things down a
bit – shorter days, two half days
of tours, more rest periods, a
large room to just sit and visit,
speakers and local youth and
choral groups to entertain us,
and tours that kept walking to a
minimum.  We were also lucky
that we found a city and hotel
that cared to work with a group
like ours.

As we move forward, your next
two conventions will be in the
hands of two 50-year members
– Zelda Lewis and Alex Knox –
who both grew up as IFF
members and know our needs
well.  To your newest Executive
member, Clément Dion and wife
Sylvia – welcome aboard!  We
are very pleased to have your
ideas and help over the next five
years.  To our new Royalty –
Queen Diana Billheimer and
Duchess Merry Vandervalk – take
this year to visit as many of the
chapters as possible as you are
IFF’s envoys to our members.
Your officer group will continue
to visit as many chapter
conventions as possible, for you
the members are the people who
keep IFF alive.

Until the next issue . . .
A smile costs nothing but says
a lot

and then we had the Coronation
Banquet.  What an awesome job
Jim and Kay Riggan did
emceeing the evening for us.  I
still think I am flying high from
hearing my name read. 

Monte and I would like to say a
special thank you to Wayne and
Terry Wilderman for all the hard
work they did to put this
convention together.  It was truly
an awesome experience.  The
Hotel facilities as well as
the employees made our stay
feel like we were ‘royalty’.  The
food was exceptional and when
you spend time with flying
farmers it is always a great time.

I look forward to going to as
many conventions and activities
as I can throughout the year. 
Thank you again to all who
made this a Remarkable
Convention for myself and
Monte.   

Continued from page 5-Queen

Thank you to all my Flying Farmer Family for
the prayers, cards, emails and phone calls
during my recovery from knee replacement
surgery.  I have had minimal pain and am
doing well in therapy, although it’s getting more
difficult.  I’ve been told that I must keep up the
exercises on my own for 3 to 6 months after my
outpatient therapy is complete.  Prayers for
that will be greatly appreciated.

Pat Amdor

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank YouThank You

NOTICE:

There will be NO
DOOR PRIZES given
at the 2016 IFF
convention in
Springfield with the
exception of 2 Early Bird
door prizes at the two
business meetings.

There will be NO
SILENT AUCTION.  If
you wish to contribute
to this convention food
items and/or monetary
donations to IFF would
be most appreciated.
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2015 IFF Convention Awards

APT Participation Award – Certificate and name on trophy sponsored by
Oregon Flying Farmers

Washington Flying Farmers

APT Drawing – Sporty’s Flight Bag sponsored by IFF
Colene Sager, WA

Lucky Pilot Drawing - $100 sponsored by Wisconsin Flying Farmers
Phil Peterson, WI

Dr. Henry Bennett Memorial (oldest pilot who flew to convention) – clock
sponsored by Oklahoma State University Foundation

Carl Gillis, SK

Youngest Pilot Handbook – Bible sponsored by Jack Jenkinson, KS
John Donkers, ON

Upgraded Pilot Ratings – Certificate and trophy sponsored by Bill & Joan Lieber, KS
Colene Sager, WA – Private Pilot

Newsletter Awards – Trophies sponsored by Curtis Phillips, HL
1st Place – Mid-Atlantic – Gordon & Velda Beidler, Editors
2nd Place – Washington – Colene Sager, Editor

Airport Operator of the Year – Plaque sponsored by Washington Flying Farmers
Stout Flying Service, Inc. operated by Ralph Stout, Lewiston, ID

IFF Man of the Year – Plaque and certificate sponsored by Victor Franz, WA
Jack Jenkinson, KS

IFF Woman of the Year – Crystal Bowl and certificate sponsored by Virgil and Doris Shultz, IN
Margaret Bunger, HL

Outstanding Service Award – Plaque co-sponsored by Homer Doell, AZ and Jamie & Sue
Sossaman, AZ

Wendell Rust, IN

IFF Memorial Scholarship  - Administered by IFF Past Presidents - $1,000 per semester for
Junior and Senior college years

Nicole Knox, AZ
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Special Feature

2015 IFF Convention Pre Tour

by  Helen Wright
Alberta  Flying Farmer

Under rainy skies, we boarded
the Tucker Transport bus at 8:00
a.m.  The bus driver’s name was
Roy.  At 8:30 a.m. we headed
out to Deer Lodge to visit the
Grant-Kohrs Ranch.  On the way
Terry Wilderman pointed out
different historical sites and read
us the history of each.  Once we
arrived at the ranch we were split
into groups for touring the
house.

Johnny Grant had the main
house built in 1862.  It was a
trading post downstairs and a
residence upstairs.  In 1866
Grant sold the house to Conrad
Kohrs who became known as
the “Cattle King” in Montana.
1886-1887 were hard years.
There was little rain and lots of
snow and a lot of the cattle died.

In 1890 Kohrs built a brick
addition onto the home adding
a formal dining room, large
kitchen, a second bathroom and
many bedrooms.  When this part
of the house was built it was
wired for electricity, then for gas.
A gravity-fed furnace was used.

The house was furnished over
several years by Kohrs’ wife
Catherine.  Today the main
house and its original

furnishings are preserved intact,
along with the bunkhouse,
blacksmith shop, horse barns,
cattle sheds and other buildings

dating back to 1860.  Cattle
continue to graze on the lush
grasses of the ranch.  The
mountain range splits the

Park Ranger talks to Flying Farmers at Grant Kohrs Ranch L to R:   Davene Brown,
Tina & Joel Wharton, Eleanor House, Paula Kramer, Burl Scherler, Joan & Bill Lieber.

Terry Wilderman points the way Cowboy Jim Riggan with a mighty big
sandwich at Grant Kohrs Ranch
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weather so the area receives little
snow but receives ample rain.

Conrad Warren, a grandson of
Kohrs, took over the ranch.  The
ranch was sold to the Parks

Flying Farmers enjoy lunch at Grant Kohrs Ranch L to R:  Rosella Bjornson, Joel &
Tina Wharton, Colette & Ken Pierce, Sally Apple, Bill Pratt.

System in 1972.  Then in 1977
the ranch was opened to the
public.  In 1989 Conrad was
inducted into the National
Cowboy Hall of Fame.  In 1993
Conrad died at the age of 85.

Our next stop was to the Old
Prison Museum.  This prison was
Montana’s only home for
convicted criminals for 108
years.  It was situated in Deer
Lodge in 1871 when Montana
was a Territory and built  by
inmate labor to the eight acre

Continued on page 12

L to R:  Colette Pierce, Tina Wharton, Judy Conard, Terry Wilderman & Joyce Rust in
front of the fenced flower garden at Grant Kohrs Ranch

Flying Farmers gather at the chuck
wagon for a cup of coffee

Wayne Wilderman checks out the bunks
in a prison cell.

L to R:  Kay Riggan and Sylvia Dion peer
into a cell at the prison
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Special FeatureContinued from page 11

Time for a break and some Prison Cow ice cream

complex of today.   The last
inmates were moved out in
1997.  The main cell was built
on the same plan as California’s
famed Alcatraz.  Some of
Montana’s most difficult
criminals were sent to the Cell
House’s isolation cells, the “Hole”
or into “Max”.  Some of the well

Walking at the Prison L to R:  Karen Bradd, Diana Billheimer, Davene Brown, Monte
Billheimer, George Conard.

known criminals that were
housed there was one member
of the Butch Cassidy “wild bunch”
and two of the top three
suspected “Zodiac Killer” .

Next we visited the Montana
Auto Museum.  More than 150
vintage motor vehicles dating

from 1886 are on display, from
classic Chevys and muscle cars
to a Schacht high wheeler and a
1903 Ford with tonneau and
wicker side baskets.   There were
photos of camping and look at
the Kozy Kamp Pop-up (1933),
the Vincent Water Scooter from
1958, a 1967 Amphicar and
many more.

Yesterday’s Playthings is a
vintage toy and doll museum for
children of all ages.  The display
features Raggedy Ann and Andy,
a presentation of more than
4,500 items from the largest
private collection in the U.S.

The Frontier Montana Museum
is housed in the building that
was the prison mule barn during
Montana’s Territorial days.
Cowboy and Native American
artifacts from the 1800 and early
1900 tell the story of the
American West.  A complete
collection of Colt side-arms and
the working tools of the period,
vintage saddles, bridles, spurs
and chaps are on display.

It was a very full and interesting
day.  There were a few heads
nodding in sleep as we drove
back to Helena to prepare for
the next function.
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Special Feature

70th Annual IFF Convention
Helena, Montana

by  Marilyn Lewis
Montana Flying Farmer

The 70th IFF Convention was
held July 19-22, 2015 at the
Best Western Premier Great
Northern Hotel in Helena,
Montana.

Sunday, July 19, the Convention
opened with First Timers
Breakfast and several committee
meetings. In the afternoon
everyone boarded buses and
traveled north about 15 miles to
the  Gates of the Mountains.

Here we boarded a tour boat
that traveled  nearly 20 miles on
the Missouri River, retracing the
route that Lewis and Clark
traveled in 1805 and 1806. This
is where they first left the
prairies and started through the
mountains. The boat driver was
also the narrator who was very
knowledgeable about the Lewis
and Clark history, as well as the

birds, animals and the geology
of the area. It was a very
pleasant, sunny day that was
warm but not terribly hot with a
little breeze.

That evening there was a
welcome pot roast banquet at
the hotel.  Upon entering the
banquet room, each member
was given a card with a year
printed on it.  The year indicated
at which table you were to be
seated.  Each table represented
a different convention in the
history of IFF and there was

First Timers Seated Anne & John
Donkers, Ontario.  Standing Joan & Bill
Lieber Sponsors of First Timers Break-
fast.

Tours Committee

Publications Committee

Wayne Wilderman and Paula Kramer

The Gates of the Mountains boat ride

Resolutions Committee
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Special Featureinformation about that
convention at the table.
Entertainment was presented by
LeGrande Harvey and his small
band. He is a singer & musician.
He wrote & composed Montana’s
Official State Ballad, “Montana
Melody”. His music was enjoyed
by everyone.

Monday, July 20, the business
meeting was called to order by
President Burl Scherler. The
colors were presented by the
Lewis & Clark Squadron of the
Civil Air Patrol. President Burl
led the singing of The Star
Spangled Banner and Queen
Colette led the singing of O,
Canada and the Flying Farmer
Theme Song. Welcomes were
given by Debbie Alke,

Administrator of the Montana
Aeronautics Division and Carol
Eichler from the Great Northern
Hotel.  Following the invocation,
the officers & their spouses were
introduced.  Queen Colette gave

her report with a slide show and
Duchess Rosella gave her report.
The business meeting followed.

The luncheon on Monday was
in honor of the current IFF Man
of the Year, Art Sager,  and
Woman of the Year, Davene
Brown.  They then introduced
the  new IFF Man of the Year,
Jack Jenkinson who was not
present to receive his plaque, and
the new IFF Woman of the Year,
Margaret Bunger who was
presented with a crystal bowl

Continued on page 16

LeGrande Harvey

Presentation of the Colors

Queen Colette gives her report

Duchess Rosella gives her report

L to R:  Davene Brown presents crystal
bowl to new IFF WOY Margaret Bunger

IFF President Burl Scherler presents Pat
Amdor with the bound copy of magazines
from her reign as IFF Queen in 2013-14
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Special  FeatureContinued from page 15

sponsored by Doris and Virgil
Shultz.  After a lunch of Chicken
Cordon Bleu, Ellen Baumler, an
interpretive historian at the
Montana Historical Society, gave
a talk on “Ghostly Gathering in
the Queen City”.  She has also
written 7 books about Montana
history.

In the afternoon, the following
seminars were presented. “Into
Africa” was given by Jeanne
MacPherson, a flight instructor,
commercial pilot and former
Montana Aeronautics Division
staff member.  She had an e-
mail from a farmer in Tanzania
to teach him to fly. He owned
several farm properties. Jeanne
and her husband toured the
farms and did get to do some
site seeing, including a trip to
the beach on the Indian Ocean
(but she never got to teach him
how to fly!). She showed slides
of the places they went and saw.

The second seminar was given
by Bill Gallea (Jeanne’s husband)
titled “How to Survive Your Worst
Nightmare”.  He is a practicing
emergency physician.  He
shared his knowledge of how to
survive a pilot’s worse
nightmare, an emergency
landing in the wilderness. We
learned what to wear and what
to carry on your person and how
to practice your skills to be able
to be found alive.

After dinner on our own, we
gathered for entertainment given

by Helena’s Tiernan Irish
Dancers. The dancers range in
age from 4-18 and mostly girls.
They were very talented and had
beautiful costumes. They begin
by learning a jig in soft-shoes
(ghilles) and then graduate to
hard tap shoes. They did a large
variety of dances.

After the dancers, awards were
presented to 25 and 50 year
members, as well as a number
of other awards (which are listed
elsewhere in the magazine).

Tuesday, July 2, was the Queen’s
poster presentation breakfast
followed by Helena Tour Day.
First everyone rode on the Last

Chance Tour Train that traveled
around the city where various
highlights were pointed out.
They ended up at the Montana
Capitol where we toured the
Capitol and then we ate a box
luncheon of sweet & sour
chicken on the Capitol lawn. We
then toured the Historical
Museum and the St. Helena
Cathedral.

That evening we had a western
smokehouse buffet then were
entertained by the Helena Xpress
Singers, a 26 member choir,
singing acapella in barbershop
style. They are part of the
international organization of
Sweet Adelines. Everyone
enjoyed their singing and the
songs they chose.

Wednesday, July 22, the
business meeting was
continued, climaxing with
election of officers who were
then duly installed.  The new
IFF secretary is Clément Dion
from Saskatchewan.

L to R:  Chapter Queens with their posters - Gloria Reed, Minnkota; Merry Vandervalk,
Alberta; Diana Billheimer, Kansas

Tiernan Irish Dancers
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All Aboard the Last Chance Tour Train for a grand tour of Helena, MT

There were two more seminars
in the afternoon. Harold
Dramstad spoke on “Smoke
Jumping in the Late 1980s”.
Then Kate Hampton spoke on
“Flying by Night: Montana’s
Historic Airway Beacons”. She
gave a history on the use of the
beacons across the country.
Montana has the only beacons
left in the United States.

Photos of the officers, royalty
and chapters were taken in the
afternoon.

That evening started with an
Angus prime rib dinner.
Newsletter awards and
Outstanding Service award
followed the dinner while the
Queens prepared for coronation.
Diana Billheimer from the
Kansas Chapter was crowned IFF
Queen and Merry Vandervalk
from the Alberta Chapter was
crowned Duchess.  The night
was concluded with a reception
for the new officers and royalty.

A special thanks to Wayne &
Terry Wilderman for such a
successful convention.  I know
it took a lot of work & planning.

Some of the Chapter Delegates

Sally Apple, Ohio; Davene Brown, Vermont

Nevoy Culp, Indiana; Norman Clapper, Illinois

Ken Pierce, Manitoba; Kim Murphy, Ontario

Don Apple, Ohio

Art Sager, Washington

George Conard, New Jersey; Dave Tranberg,
Delmarva
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L to R:  Bill Bunger, Jim & Anita Meyer,
Margaret Bunger

Ardith & Don Zimbleman
Rosella Bjornson & Bill Pratt

L to R:  Burgess Lange, WA;  Alex Knox, AZ; Bill Lieber, KS;  Joan & Carl Gillis, SK Darrell Lemons enjoys an ice cream bar

Standing L to R:  Tina Wharton, Joan Lieber, Mary Bogar, Marilyn Arneson, Pat Clapper, Linda Huepppelsheuser, Helen Wright,
Sally Apple, Joyce Rust, Marilyn Bartel, Margaret Bunger, Shirley Culp, Diane Dahl, Zelda Lewis.  Seated L to R:  Paula Kramer,
Phyllis Lemons, Pat Amdor, Ellen Jane Anderson, Kay Riggan, Dwilette Paulsen, Terry Wilderman, Margaret Hill
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George Conard presents the Past Presi-
dents Scholarship for Nicole Knox to her
father Alex Knox.

IFF Treasurer Zelda Lewis presents IFF
President Burl Scherler with a model of
his airplane,  a gift from the IFF officers

Shirley Culp (left)  won the quilt raffle

L to R:  Jim Lewis, MT visits with Carl Gillis,
SK in the hotel lobby

PQUADs Luncheon

The Indiana Chapter had pizzas deliv-
ered to the hotel for their chapter din-
ner.  L to R:  Shirley & Nevoy Culp, Wendell
& Joyce Rust, Bob & Florence Lutes.

Jim & Kay Riggan, in their finest
Western attire, emcee the coronation

Joyce pins Wendell’s Past President’s pin Marilyn Arneson with grandson Wylie
on the Last Chance Tour Train

Chris & Bob Clinesmith, WA Alex Knox, AZ Davene & Jerry Brown, VT
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Mary Bogar, MT Karen Bradd, IL Pat Amdor, IL

Mary & Don Althen, AB

Marilyn Arneson, Wylie Vigesaa &
Jerome Arneson, MK

Ellen Jane Anderson & Robert Raines, HL

Don & Sally Apple, OH
Hazel & Gorden Barber, AB Harry & Marilyn Bartel, KS

Diana & Monte Billheimer, KS Rosella Bjornson & Bill Pratt, AB

Bill & Margaret Bunger, HL
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Pat & Norman Clapper, IL

Judy & George Conard, NJ
Shirley & Nevoy Culp, IN

Diane & Larry Dahl, MK

Sylvia & Clément Dion, SK

Anne & John Donkers, ON

Joan & Carl Gillis, SK

Rita Green & Ellen (Green) Brown, AB

Mary & David Hawthorne, ON

Dennis & Linda Hueppelsheuser, AB Ellis & Margaret Hill, AB

Doug Knox, SK
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Paula & Bob Kramer, WA

Burgess & Maxine Lange, WA
Audrey & John Ledgerwood, WA

Don & Barbara Leis, OH Phyllis & Darrell Lemons, HL

Jim & Marilyn Lewis, MT

Bill & Joan Lieber, KS Bob & Florence Lutes, IN

Jim & Anita Meyer, IL Kim & Sylvia Murphy, ON

Colette & Ken Pierce, MB
Dwilette & Dale Paulsen, KS

Carol & Phil Peterson, WI

Hannah McDonald & Eleanor House, AB
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Gloria & Kenneth Reed, MK

Kay & Jim Riggan, KS
Wendell & Joyce Rust, IN

Art & Colene Sager, WA

Cathy & Burl Scherler, HL Connie & Keith Schumacher. HL

Eugene & Janet Shore, KS

Teresa Shore, KS

Janet & Bill Siegle, AB

Jamie & Sue Sossaman, AZ

Jeff & Marcia Thompson, WI

Gene Spiering & Glenn Kinneberg, MK

Merry & Jack Vandervalk, AB
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Zelda Lewis & Carol  van Rossum, IL

Joel & Tina Wharton, DM

Wayne & Terry Wilderman, AB

Ron & Helen Wright, AB
Ardith & Don Zimbleman, MK

Colette Pierce & Tina Wharton

Sally Apple & Diane Dahl

Big Medicine & Wendell Rust L to R:  Burl Scherler, captain of Gates of
the Mountains boat, Jamie Sossaman

Karen Bradd & Terry Wilderman

L to R:  Rosella Bjornson, Wendell Rust
with Outstanding Service Award, Sue &
Jamie Sossaman, co-sponsors of award

Saturday evening church service at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
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Indiana Chapter - Standing L to R:  Bob
Lutes, Nevoy Culp, Wendell Rust.  Seated
L to R:  Florence Lutes, Shirley Culp, Joyce
Rust.

Illinois Chapter - L to R:  Norman Clapper, Carol vanRossum, Zelda Lewis, Pat Clap-
per, Pat Amdor, Anita Meyer, Jim Meyer.

Arizona Chapter - L to R:  Jamie
Sossaman, Sue Sosssaman, Alex Knox Heartland Chapter - Standing L to R:  Keith Schumacher, Burl Scherler, Darrell Lem-

ons, Bill Bunger, Robert Raines.  Seated L to R:  Connie Schumacher, Cathy Scherler,
Phyllis Lemons, Margaret Bunger, Ellen Jane Anderson.

Alberta Chapter - Standing L to R:  Ellen Brown, Gorden Barber, Dennis Hueppelsheuser, Ron Wright, Wayne Wilderman, Jack
Vandervalk, Bill Pratt, Don Althen, Bill Siegle, Ellis Hill, Hannah McDonald.  Seated L to R:  Rita Green, Hazel Barber, Linda
Huepppelsheuser, Helen Wright, Terry Wilderman, Merry Vandervalk, Rosella Bjornson, Mary Althen, Janet Siegle, Margaret
Hill, Eleanor House.
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Kansas Chapter - Standing L to R:  Dale Paulsen, Bill Lieber, Jim Riggan, Monte
Billheimer, Eugene Shore, Harry Bartel.  Seated L to R:  Dwilette Paulsen, Joan
Lieber, Kay Riggan, Diana Billheimer, Teresa Shore, Janet Shore, Marilyn Bartel. Ohio Chapter - L to R:  Don & Sally Apple,

Barbara & Don Leis.

Minnkota Chapter - Standing L to R:  Gene Spiering, Don Zimbleman, Jerome Arneson,
Wylie Vigesaa, Kenneth Reed, Larry Dahl, Glenn Kinneberg.  Seated L to R:  Ardith
Zimbleman, Marilyn Arneson, Gloria Reed, Diane Dahl.

Wisconsin Chapter - L to R:  Phil & Carol
Peterson, Marcia & Jeff Thompson.

Ontario Chapter - Standing L to R:  John Donkers, Kim Murphy,
David Hawthorne.  Seated L to R:  Anne Donkers, Sylvia Murphy,
Mary Hawthorne.

Saskatchewan Chapter - Standing L to R:  Clément Dion,
Doug Knox, Carl Gillis.  Seated L to R:  Sylvia Dion, Joan
Gillis.

IFF Past President
Burl & Cathy Scherler

IFF President Wayne
& Terry Wilderman

IFF Vice President
 Zelda Lewis

IFF Treasurer
Alex Knox

IFF Secretary
Clément & Sylvia Dion
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Chapter Queens

Iowa/Missouri Queen
Rhonda Bohrer

Rhonda Bohrer was crowned Queen of the Iowa/
Missouri Chapter during the chapter convention
in March.  She recently retired after working school
food service for over 28 years.  Rhonda and
husband Dale farm 195 acres and raise corn and
soybeans
.
Flying Farmers is relatively new to her.  She joined
after she met and married her husband, Dale, in
2010.  The Bohrer family has been involved in
IFF for many years.  Dale’s mother Orlean Bohrer,
was a past chapter queen.  Rhonda enjoys the
meetings and tours that the chapter does.

Retirement is new to Rhonda and it will be
different not starting school this fall.  She would
like to learn to quilt but also have time to do all
the other things she enjoys, plus spending time
with family and friend.  She enjoys reading,
scrapbooking, sewing, knitting, growing flowers
and spending time with grandchildren.

Rhonda and Dale will be making time for Flying
Farmers and what it has to offer in the years to
come.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Strawberry Sheet Cake

2 cups self-rising flour 1 cup milk
2 cups sugar ¼ cup sweetened strawberries, mashed
4 eggs 1 small box dry strawberry jello
1 cup canola oil

Strawberry Icing
½ stick butter or margarine, softened ¼ cup sweetened strawberries, mashed
3-4 cups powdered sugar

Mix all ingredients and pour into greased 9x13 pan.  Bake at 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes or until
toothpick comes out clean.  While the cake is baking, make the icing.  Mix together all icing ingredients
until smooth – may need to add more powdered sugar or strawberries for a spreading consistency. Mix
well first before you add extra sugar or strawberries.  Once the cake is cool, spread the icing on the cake.
Store the cake in refrigerator; it’s best when it’s chilled for at least 2 hours.
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Special  Feature

Region III Tour
by  Florence Lutes

Indiana Flying Farmer

The Indiana Chapter hosted the
Region 3 tour August 14th and
15th.  The Nappanee Inn was the
home away from home for those
members attending the tour.
Thirty plus Flying Farmers
attended the event. Two planes
landed at the Nappanee Airport.
The tour left the Nappanee Inn

shortly after noon on Friday, a
beautiful day.  Our first stop was
at Brock Grain Bins in Milford.
It was amazing how pleasant the
factory was, don’t you picture a
factory being a hot place to work
on a summer day?  We saw how
the grain bins were built, the
logos adhered to the panels,

the fans they build for the bins
and the shipping area.   They
had just purchased their second
Laser cutter.  This will pay for
itself by cutting several parts at
one time, and not having the
waste when they were cutting
one piece at a time.
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Special FeatureOur second stop was at the
World Headquarters for Maple
Leaf Farms at Leesburg.  Since
1958 their ducks have been
raised on local, family-owned
farms.  Because of the bird flu,
we were not allowed to tour any
of their farms.  We were told
about their operations and given
a cooking demonstration on
how to cook a duck breast.  The
samples were delicious!  They
also have a retail store, Duck,
Down & Above, located at their
headquarters, which we visited.
In addition to offering an
exclusive line-up of the
company’s Maple Leaf Farms
duck products, Milford Valley
and Sandra’s chicken products,
and Down Inc. - down and
feather bedding items, the store
stocks gourmet sauces, spices
and cooking gear. They also
carry unique specialty items and
gifts made by local artisans. On
the way back to Milford, we
drove past their huge processing
plant.  Their down and feather
bedding products are produced
in a sister plant located in
Michigan.

We returned to Milford to tour
‘The Papers’, a thriving printing
and publishing operation for
over 70 years. They publish 23
weekly newspapers, as well as
circulars, brochures and
magazines.  They only publish
one subscription paper, “The
Mail Journal”.  The rest are all
paid for through advertising.
The Auto & RV Publications are
printed for the following states:
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and
Tennessee, a total of 547,700
weekly circulations!  We saw the

sales circulars inserts being
folded.  It was amazing to see
the folded inserts assembled and
the huge rolls of newsprint
paper.   Also, you didn’t see a
lot of loose papers on the floors
because they have a system that
pulled it all overhead to the
baling machine, then the paper
bales are sent to the recycling
operations.

The evening buffet meal and
entertainment was at Camp
Alexander Mack southeast of
Milford.  Camp Mack is a
Church of the Brethren summer
camp and year-round retreat
center located on 200+ acres on
the eastern shore of Lake
Waubee.  Our daughter, Mary
Ann Holderman, showed
pictures of her recent agricultural
and sight-seeing trip to
Germany and Austria.   Ninth
grader, Spencer Halpin also
entertained the group with some
magic tricks.   IFF Vice-President
Zelda Lewis promoted the IFF
Convention to be held at
Springfield, IL July 17-21, 2016.

Saturday morning, we toured
the hi-tech facilities of Tru-
Horizons.  This is a new fertilizer
and grain operation formed by
a joint venture of Cargill and
Trupointe Cooperative. This year
they have just the fertilizer
portion in operation.  They are
building the grain storage now.
They have access to two railroad
lines, and will be able to load
out grain to ship via the
railroad.  Most people were
amazed with the computer

controlled operations in both the
dry and liquid facilities.

Our next stop was at Creighton
Brothers LLC near Atwood.  We
met in the new Visitor’s Center
and learned the history, the
operation and the different
products of the company. Here
again, because of the bird flu we
could not tour any of the farms.
In 1925, Hobart and Russell
Creighton rebuilt their empty
hog house to start their careers
in poultry.  In ten years they had
developed the highest ranking
Leghorn breeder east of the
Mississippi River.  From 38 acres,
the farm has grown to roughly
8,000 acres and a layer capacity
of three million hens all in
Kosciusko County.   Their sister
company, Crystal Lake offers a
full line of egg products from
the basic whole eggs and
separated whites and yolks to a
wide variety of customized
blends.  They utilize batch
process and a variety of bags,
boxes, totes and tankers to

Tru-Horizons

 At Creighton Bros.
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Special Feature

customize products for each
customer’s usage.  Can you
imagine a tanker of egg whites
shipped to Washington state or
Oregon?  The company also
produces a variety of hard
cooked and peeled eggs that are
available in a natural solution.
Many food service companies
and commercial bakeries rely on
the consistency and quality of
Crystal Lake egg products.  We
were served a delicious omelet
lunch with fresh fruit and muffin
including a frosted sugar cookie
which resembled a broken egg.
The visitor center café serving
egg-themed menu items for
breakfast and lunch is now open.

Saturday afternoon and evening
was at Amish Acres.  We viewed
a documentary film and took a
House and Farm tour of the Old
Order Amish farm.   This
Historic Farm was created from
an 80 acres Old Order Amish
farm that was purchased from
the Manasses Kuhns’ estate in
1968.   Our evening meal, a
Threshers meal, was served at
the restaurant barn.  The
restaurant barn was constructed
from two bank barns, which
were both originally built in the
mid 1870’s.  The main dining
room has a capacity of 400
people and serves the famous
Threshers Dinner. Our tour
concluded with the play,

At Creighton Bros. for omelets

‘Anything Goes’ at the Round
Barn Theater Saturday evening.
This classic musical written by
Indiana native Cole Porter is one
of the greatest!

Thanks to everyone who
attended and made this tour
another IFF success story.  We
received lots of comments on all
the tours and thank-you notes;
everyone seemed to enjoy the
two days!

Tourists ask a lot of questions
as we travel between the
Hawaiian Islands on my charter
boat.  Some people wanted to
know, “Does the water go all the
way around the island?”
Another asked, “How much
further until we’re in the ocean?”

But the one that made me want
to jump overboard was, “Can
you please take the boat closer
to the sunset?”

My friend hates to exercise,
which means the treadmill in her
bedroom barely gets used.
Nevertheless, she swears by it.
“It really works,” she told me.
“I throw my jeans over it, and
they get smaller.”
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IFF WORKSHOP
January 25 thru 27, 2016

Arrangements for the 2016 IFF
Workshop to be held in Las Vegas,
Nevada are coming together.   We
have selected the Flamingo
Hilton located in the middle of
the strip as our meeting hotel.
The festivities will start on Monday
evening January 25 with a meet
and greet.  We will have a tour of
Red Rock Canyon on Tuesday with
some free time and a show in the
evening.  Wednesday we will have
speakers and seminars and end
with a banquet on Wednesday.

Come a few days early and book
a show or just enjoy the many
sights. We have arranged for the

workshop room block to be available from Sunday night Jan 24th through Thursday night Jan 28th.
Rates will be just $70.00 per night, and include free internet and health club use.  If you arrive early
you could tour the famous Pawn Stars, Pawn shop just a few miles down the strip or see the free
show downtown on the 3 block long LED canopy screen above Fremont Street.  Or you could enjoy
a meal in the revolving Stratosphere restaurant 1,000 feet above the strip.  There are many interesting
places to tour, the Mob Museum, Nuclear Museum, the Pinball Museum, Lake Mead, and Hoover
Dam just to name a few.

The hotel meeting rooms are near the sleeping rooms and will not involve a lot of walking for those
who might be concerned about walking long distances. Electric scooters are available for rent at the
hotel to whisk you around the area and strip should you run short on steps or energy.

For Room reservations call the Reservation Center at 888-373-9855 and mention you are
attending the IFF workshop.

Airfare for those flying in by airline can be very reasonable from all over North America so book
early.  I heard some have booked round trip airfares for less than $100.

Remember Las Vegas is not just a gambling town.  It is an exciting, colorful and often whimsical mix
of people, places and things to see and do.  We are looking forward to seeing you in Las Vegas next
January.
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Illinois Welcomes You!
2016 IFF Convention – Part 1

The People of Illinois welcome you to the 71st IFF convention to be held in Springfield, Illinois July
17-21, 2016.  Springfield is located in the central part of the state with easy access by interstate
highway, airport or rail.  The President Abraham Lincoln Hotel will be your home for the 5 days of
the convention with elegant accommodations with a breakfast buffet, WiFi and parking included into
your room rate which starts at $119 for single, $129 double and $139 for three people to a room.
Deadline for hotel reservations is June 15, 2016.

1960 was the last time a Flying Farmer convention was held in Illinois. It was in Chicago for the
National Flying Farmers so this is the FIRST time INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS have been to
Illinois.  We want you to get excited about coming and we would like to give you some background
about our state and the area that you will be experiencing over the next issues of the IFF magazine.

Illinois was first inhabited by Cahokia Indians along the Mississippi River but vanished in 1400-
1500. They were replaced by the Illiniwek Confederation from which the name Illinois originated.
This tribe did not last long in Illinois.  It was replaced by the Potawatomi, Miami and Sauk Indian
tribes.

Marquette and Louis Joliet traveled up the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers in 1673 giving it the name
of Illinois Country.  It became part of the French Empire until 1763—passed on to the British until it
was ceded to the United States in 1783 as part of the Northwest Territory.

The Illinois Wabash Company was an early claimant to much of Illinois at Fort Dearborn (present
day Chicago) as part of the Illinois Territory on February 3, 1809.  Illinois went on to become the
21st state of the United States on February 3, 1818.

Illinois has a present population of 13 million people.  It’s the 5th most populous state in the US and
has the 25th largest land area of the 50 states – 58, 000 square miles – 150,000 square km.  ADM,
John Deere, Navistar International, Abbott Labs, Boeing, Walgreens, State Farm Insurance, Sears,
United Airlines and McDonalds are just a few of the Fortune 500 companies headquartered in IL.
It’s the leading producer of soybeans, corn, and hogs with cattle, wheat, oats, sorghum and hay
close behind.

Our state flower is the violet.
Our state bird is the cardinal.

Popcorn is the official snack of the state of IL.

We want to see you in Springfield IL  July 17-21, 2016   Land of Lincoln!



                                                                                                                                                                       33                    September/October 2015         The International Flying Farmer



 34          The International Flying Farmer          September/October 2015



                                                                                                                                                                       35                    September/October 2015         The International Flying Farmer

Special Feature

Names and Places
by  Jim Riggan

Kansas Flying Farmer
(from Texas)

How many times have you used
a name of some local location
and wondered how it got its
name? While doing some work
on a neighboring ranch, I was
locating pastures and water
tanks and wondered about the
origins of some of these names.

I could figure a reason for many
of the names, as they were self-
explanatory; others not so easy.
Here are some examples on this
ranch. Pantalones de Wally Tank
(Wally’s pants)—were they lost
or found there? No one alive
today seems to remember.
Retamita Tank (small type of
tree growing there)—probably
the logical reason; as is Cantanes
Tank (type of gar fish). Las
Cuates (twins), Casitas (little
houses), Nopal Pastures (type of
cactus)—just a few of the names
listed, and each has a story of
its own.

While these names may be
comical and entertaining, they
serve a necessary purpose for
locating and/or giving directions.
An example of direction by name
is that I must not honk a horn
at the Retamita Tank unless I had

shot a rabbit to feed Tacho the
alligator. It seems the cowboys
had trained an alligator to come
to the edge of the water when
they honked a horn, and they
would throw him a rabbit.

Mud Island was a local name that
will always have a place in my
memory. Since we live on the
coast, I have spent a lot of time
on the water. One cool fall day
a friend of mine who lived at
Port Mansfield suggested we go
to Mud Island and shoot a deer
to have meat for a barbecue.
Mud Island was supposedly state
land, and the state game
warden said he didn’t have a
problem with our hunting there.

We headed off on our big hunt
in a 14’ flat-bottomed skiff
powered by an outboard motor.
The island was surrounded by a
salt flat with water two to three
feet deep. We were able to run
right up to the island, and I
stepped from the skiff directly
onto the beach. Jeff and I
grabbed our rifles and were off.
Our adventures stomping
through the island brush will
have to wait for another story.

Soon we had our deer harvested
and returned to the boat.
However, the tide had gone out,
leaving us high and dry. Not
wanting to spend the night on
the mosquito-infested beach, we
elected to drag the skiff to
deeper water. When we finally
reached deep water, we
discovered the boat would not
hold both the deer and us.
Choosing not to abandon our
barbecue meat, we began
looking for alternate
transportation. Jeff remembered
a channel marker buoy that had
broken loose and drifted onto a
small island a few miles south
of us. I was left standing in
waist-deep water holding onto
two dead deer.

After what seemed an eternity,
Jeff returned. We roped our deer
to the buoy and, of course being
a cowboy, I had my lariat with
me, which we used to drag our
deer-laden buoy several miles
back to Port. The game warden
could only laugh at such a
bizarre sight. We called the
barbecue a seafood dinner, and
fun was had by all.
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By Florence Lutes
Indiana  Flying Farmer

‘Round the Regions

Attending the 70th IFF
Convention at Helena, Montana
from Region 3 included:  Illinois
-Pat Amdor, Karen Bradd,
Norman & Pat Clapper and Jim
& Anita Meyer; Indiana – Nevoy
& Shirley Culp, Bob & Florence
Lutes, and Joyce & Wendell Rust;
Ohio – Don & Sally Apple, and
Don & Barb Leis.  We missed
those members who were
unable to attend.  Serving on the
Publication Committee were
Joyce Rust, chairman, Pat
Amdor and Pat Clapper. Shirley
Culp and Bob Lutes served on
the Royalty Selection committee
and Florence Lutes served on the
Credential committee.  Serving
as Delegates were Sally Apple
(FL), Norman Clapper (IL),
Nevoy Culp (IN), and Don Apple
(OH).  No one was able to
attend from Michigan, (I think
that is a record, usually
Dysingers and VanderKolks
always attend!)

There were two buses on the
pre-tour.   Our first stop was at
the Grant-Kohrs Ranch at the
north edge of Deer Lodge, Mt.
This is a working farm and part
of our National Park Service, a
National Historical site.  At one
time, this was the headquarters

of a 10 million acre cattle
empire.  The main house was
built by Johnny Grant in 1862
and sold in 1866 to Conrad
Kohrs.  Park Rangers lead the
house tours and they also work
in the blacksmith shop and the
chuck-wagon programs.  We
spoke to the Park Ranger at the
chuck-wagon and he was a
summer volunteer from South
Carolina.  Those who wanted
enjoyed the campfire coffee.  We
learned about the ‘Beaver slide’,
a 1910 invention patented as the
Sunny Slope Slide Stacker.  Its
origin in Beaverhead County led
to its common name.  We had
lunch in the bunk house and
then went to the ‘Old Prison
Museum’ on Main Street in Deer
Lodge.  This prison was built in
1871 when Montana was a
Territory and was used for 108
years.  The last inmates were
moved out in 1997.  The
Montana Auto Museum is part
of the Old Prison campus with
over 150 vintage vehicles.  There
was an ice cream shop near-by
that members indulged in.  How
many Flying Farmers can pass
up ice cream?  The evening meal,
back at the hotel was included
in the Pre-tour.

Saturday evening, we were
bussed to the St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church for a church
service.  Our Premier Best
Western hotel and the church
were both built in recent years
as part of the renovation of the
downtown area.  David & Fay
Buness and some of the choir

members presented a very
enlightening service.

Sunday after the Committee
meetings and various luncheons
we boarded the buses to go to
the “Gates of the Mountains”
Boat Tours.   Nestled half way
between Yellowstone and Glacier
Nation Parks sits the Gates of
the Mountains, located 20 miles
north of Helena. This boat ride
takes you on the Missouri River
where Lewis & Clark went &
gave it its name, Gates of the
Mountains – spectacular scenery
with the captain giving lots of
history & insight to the area.  We
saw eagles & Rocky Mt Long
Horn sheep.  He pointed out
geologic features, birds, plants,
and general history of the area.
The guide positioned the boat
for us to get the full effect of
the “gate” as the mountain
opened up.  These cliffs rise
from the water’s edge on either
side perpendicular to the height
of 1200 feet, the river appears
to have forced its way through
the immense body of solid rock.
This was amazing!

Tuesday morning we boarded
the rubber tire ‘Tour Train’.  We
toured the historical district of
town, then a guided tour of the
Capitol.   This building has been
beautifully restored and the
information we learned about
the artwork, windows,
chandeliers, floors and more
were so, so interesting!   The
Rotunda features beautiful
paintings and there is
spectacular stained glass atop
the stairs.   Following a delicious
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‘Round the Regionslunch on the Capitol lawn, we
were then bussed to the
Cathedral of Saint Helena, and
were given a guided tour.  The
Cathedral of St. Helena, a
registered historical site, was
constructed at the turn of the
century. It is an outstanding
example of Geometric Gothic
architecture, patterned after the
Votive Church of the Sacred
Heart in Vienna, Austria.
Stained glass windows, white
marble altars, statues carved of
the purest Carrara marble, and
genuine gold leaf decorates the
sanctuary. The pews and
woodwork are all done in hand
carved oak. The magnificent
lighting fixtures are of hand-
forged bronze with a special
lacquer finish. Outside, majestic
twin spires rise 230 feet above
the street - very beautiful and
amazing.  Look it up on the
internet to see the beautiful
pictures of what you missed if
you were not at the convention.
Congratulations to our new
Officer, Clement Dion, SK; the
Royalty – Diana Billheimer, KS
and Merry Vandervalk, AB; IFF
Man of the Year – Jack
Jenkinson, KS and Woman of the
Year – Margaret Bunger, HL!
Past IFF President Wendell  Rust
gave a very impressive Memorial
Service for the IFF members
who had passed away this past
year.  Included in the group was
Michael Nutter, OH, Wanda
Dyson, IL, Dorothy Gay, OH and
Jean McClure, OH from our
Region.

Thanks to Wayne and Terry
Wilderman for all their time and

effort they put into organizing
the tours, convention, the handy
measuring tape and level and for
all the ice cream bars in the
hospitality room!.  A big thank
you to them, the Officers,
Regional Directors, Delegates,
members who served on
committees and to all who
attended!  It takes everyone
working together to have a
successful convention.  Special
thanks to all the   Convention
Sponsors from Region 3!  This
really helps the convention and
is very much appreciated.

By  Glenn Kinneberg
Minnkota Flying Farmer

IFF convention for 2015 is now
past news!  Region five was
represented by 16 1/2 persons! 
Pictures were taken of all the
Regions so look to see why the
1/2! (Hint:  a grandson)
 
 We missed the Valburgs——I
hear Bill is getting along fine.  
Gloria Reed (Minnkota’s Queen)
had the misfortune to break her
wrist the first day of convention
so we wish her a speedy
recovery.

 Ken and Colette Pierce of
Manitoba hosted their annual

Flying Farmer/COPA 162 Fly-In
at their farm recently.  14 planes
and 47 people attended. Harvest
is on and plans are being
finalized for the MFF 60th
Anniversary April 15-17th 2016.

By  Dale Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri  Flying Farmer

Greetings to IFF

I am Dale Bohrer the new
Region 6 Director.  I have been
an IFF member for many years,
starting as a teen.  Having held
several offices in the IA/MO
chapter of IFF, I look forward to
serving as the region 6 director.

We have had several interesting
meetings this year.  In May we
toured the Museum of Natural
History on the campus of the
University of Iowa.
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‘Round the Regions

June took us to the Reiman
Gardens on the campus of Iowa
State in Ames, Iowa.  We toured
the butterfly house and took a
leisurely walk through the
gardens.

In August the chapter enjoyed
a day in Muscatine, Iowa.  Larry
Jennings gave several people
glider rides.  He received his
glider rating in the past year and
enjoys it very much.  I was sorry
to miss that chance for a ride. I
was fishing in Canada with
family.

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

Iowa/Missouri Chapter visits the Reiman Gardens

The last Saturday in August the
Oregon Flying Farmers had their

annual business meeting.  It is
lovingly called, “The Corn Feed”.
The invitation is especially
extended to their neighbors, the
Washington Flying Farmers.
This year six members from
Washington traveled to
Independence, Oregon where
Lorraine Gabel hosted the
meeting and dinner.  The
weather was windy with some
needed rain, so we were inside.
John and Audrey Ledgerwood
from Washington arrived a day
ahead to help Lorraine with the
preparations.  The picture was
taken during the business
meeting.  President Lorraine
was conducting the meeting with
Bob Severance taking minutes.
These two faithful members
trade off these two leadership
roles while Sue Salvo keeps
people up-to-date with the
Newsletter.  Eighteen people
had a fun day.

Oregon Chapter’s annual business meeting
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LEGENDARY DESIGNERS, FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR, ASTRONAUT NAMED
JUDGES FOR EAA FOUNDER’S INNOVATION PRIZE

SpaceShipOne creator Burt Rutan chief judge for ‘Shark Tank’-type competition

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (September 10, 2015) — Luminaries from throughout
the aviation world will be the judges as the Experimental Aircraft Association invites innovators to enhance
aviation safety for amateur-built aircraft through its Founder’s Innovation Prize competition. The competition,
first announced at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2015, will begin accepting entries on October 1, 2015.

The competition will use the best ideas from EAA members and chapters, with the encouragement of cash
prizes for the best emerging technology. The annual prize will have a specific safety focus each year, with the
upcoming year’s goal emphasizing the design and development of a low-cost solution that recognizes imminent
loss of control (LOC) in aircraft and provides an innovative way of increasing situational awareness or automation
to the pilot.

Burt Rutan, legendary designer of SpaceShipOne – which in 2004 became the world’s first successful civilian
spacecraft – as well as creator of dozens of other aircraft, has agreed to serve as chief judge for the five-
member group.

Other judges on the panel will include:

Dick VanGrunsven – Designer of the Van’s RV series of aircraft kits, which are the world’s most popular kit
design with more than 9,000 completed aircraft now flying worldwide.
Charlie Precourt – Former NASA astronaut who flew on four Space Shuttle missions, including twice as
shuttle commander. He is currently General Manager of Orbital ATK’s Propulsion Systems Division and also
chairs EAA’s safety committee.
Rod Machado – Best recognized as a renowned aviation safety speaker, he also has more than 10,000 hours
of flight instruction time and is recognized as the voice of Microsoft’s Flight Simulator software.
Dave Morss – One of the country’s preeminent civilian test pilots and air racers, Dave has tested hundreds of
aircraft designs and also appeared on the TV series “Mythbusters” as an expert on aircraft design and safety.

The competition’s judging criteria and timeline is also innovative. Entrants will focus on cost, ease of installation,
simplicity, wide applicability, and effectiveness in reducing loss-of-control occurrences. Entries will be accepted
beginning October 1, 2015. The top five entries will be invited to a presentation at EAA AirVenture 2016, where
judges will review and critique the five innovations in a live, “Shark Tank”-style program. The best concept will
receive a $25,000 cash prize, with second place receiving $10,000 and third $5,000.

About EAA
EAA embodies the spirit of aviation through the world’s most engaged community of aviation enthusiasts.
EAA’s 190,000 members and 1,000 local chapters enjoy the fun and camaraderie of sharing their passion for
flying, building and restoring recreational aircraft. For more information on EAA and its programs, call 800-
JOIN-EAA (800-564-6322) or go to www.eaa.org. For continual news updates, connect with www.twitter.com/
EAA.
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MemorialRonald A. Salvo
1931-2015

Ronald Adolph Salvo, 84, of
Independence, OR passed on
July 6, 2015, away after a three-
month battle with non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

He was born on June 15, 1931
in Portland to Adolph and Jennie
Salvo. He graduated from
Washington High School and
received his B.A. and master’s
degrees from the University of
Portland. He was staff sergeant
in the U.S. Air Force 759 AC&W
Squadron, stationed in Galena,
Alaska during the Korean War.
He was vice principal of Floyd
Light Middle School and was
with the David Douglas School
District for 37 years. He loved
flying his Piper Archer II,
rebuilding his WWII BT-13,
which is now in the Evergreen
Aviation & Space Museum, and
his kitties, Tina and Louise. He
was a member of Oregon and
International Flying Farmers.

Ron is survived by his wife, Sue;
sister, Mary Lou Salvo, Portland;
daughters, Sheri Kinnear
(Michael), Boring, Lisa Salvo,
New York and Kristine Glock
(Brian), Vancouver; son, Donald
Salvo (Karen), Beaverton; seven
grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren.

Lyla “Pinky” Clemens
1934 – 2015

Lyla Janiece “Pinky” Clemens,
81, of Wallace, passed away
Aug. 2, 2015, at Perkins County
Community Hospital.  She was
born on May 4, 1934, in Gordon
to Albert and Ima (Shepard)
Hebbert. She graduated from
high school in Curtis in 1951.

On Aug. 31, 1952, she married
Jerome Clemens in Gordon. The
couple made their home in
Wallace for a few years before
purchasing the Clemens family
farm Southeast of Grainton,
where they lived the rest of their
married lives.

Pinky was a longtime member
of the United Methodist Church,
Harmony Home Extension Club,
Wallace Quilt Club, Nebraska
(now Heartland) Flying Farmers,
International Flying Farmers and
Women in Agriculture.

Pinky was preceded in death by
her parents; and a brother, Gene
Hebbert.

She is lovingly survived by her
husband of nearly 64 years,
Jerome Clemens, of Wallace;
children, Linda Jespersen, of
Alliance, Scott (Cindy) Clemens,
of Dallas, Texas, Joan (Don)
Barner and Kelly (Sonny) Smith,
both of Wallace; 11
grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; three brothers,
Mose (Merla) Hebbert, of
Hyannis, Roger (Bonnie)
Hebbert, of Bellvue, Colorado,
Gary (Charlene) Hebbert, of
Roswell, New Mexico.

The Comfort and
Sweetness of Peace

After the clouds, the sunshine,
after the winter, the spring,
after the shower, the rainbow,
for life is a changeable thing.
After the night, the morning,
bidding all darkness cease,
after life’s cares and sorrows,
the comfort and sweetness of
peace.

Helen Steiner Rice
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IFF Correspondents:  Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.

Issue Deadline
January/February Jan. 1
March/April Mar. 1
May/June May 1
July/August July 1
September/October Sept. 1
November/December Nov. 1

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!

  Queen’s Tiara $45.00 __________
  Trophy $50.00 __________
  WOY Pin $10.00 __________
  Queen’s Pin
     (w/year guard) $45.00 __________
  Year Guard $22.00 __________

TOTAL $_________

  Additional Info:

  Send check for the amount of supplies
  ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
  and pin under “Additional Info”.  Please
  allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
  pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.

  Name: ________________________

  Address: ______________________

   _____________________________

  City: _________________________

  State/Prov: ____________________

  Zip/Postal: ____________________

  mail check and order form to:
  International Flying Farmers
  P.O. Box 309
  Mansfield, IL  61854

NOTICES

Think about nominations for:

IFF Man of the YearIFF Man of the YearIFF Man of the YearIFF Man of the YearIFF Man of the Year
IFF Woman of the YearIFF Woman of the YearIFF Woman of the YearIFF Woman of the YearIFF Woman of the Year

Airport Operator of the yearAirport Operator of the yearAirport Operator of the yearAirport Operator of the yearAirport Operator of the year

They are due May 31, 2016 ! !They are due May 31, 2016 ! !They are due May 31, 2016 ! !They are due May 31, 2016 ! !They are due May 31, 2016 ! !

It’s happenin’ in Springfield, Illinois
President Abraham Lincoln Hotel

July 17 - 21, 2016



NAME __________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

                  ____________________________________________________

TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________

EMAIL ________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year Make Model N-number

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF New Member DUES:
$50 as an introductory offer

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers

Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL  61854

 IFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax
purposes since the IFF
Memorial      Scholarship Fund
is a 501 (c)(3) charitable
institution; they should be
sent to:

IFF Past Presidents
c/o Robert Lutes
71705 CR 23
New Paris, IN  46553

NOTICES

Only obituaries for those who were
IFF members at the time of death
will be published in the IFF maga-
zine.  Others (family and former
members) may be published in
chapter newsletters.

25 or 50 YEAR MEMBERS

If you have been an IFF member
for 25 or 50 years and have not
received your 25-year or 50-year
pin, please notify the IFF office.  Be
sure to give the year you joined
IFF.



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America.  While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers.  Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.


